FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Whitney Receives Federal Funding for Accessible Playground
The Township of South Algonquin is pleased to announce that it has received $121,749 from the Government of Canada’s Enabling Accessibility Fund (EAF).
This funding will support the purchase and installation of a fully accessible playground at the Lester Smith Community Centre in Whitney, featuring equipment and play spaces that allow children of all abilities to play together—promoting active living, social connection, and community engagement.
Installation is scheduled for spring 2026, marking an important milestone in the Township’s commitment to enhancing public spaces and accessibility.
The Township extends its sincere appreciation to the Government of Canada for its financial assistance, and thanks the Whitney Recreation Committee for its $40,583 contribution and Angela Pollak and Loretta Neil of the South Algonquin Business Alliance for preparing the grant application at no charge. Together, these contributions will create a lasting community asset that promotes health, inclusion, and a sense of belonging for all who use it.
This project reflects a meaningful collaboration between the Township of South Algonquin, the Government of Canada, the Whitney Recreation Committee, and the South Algonquin Business Alliance, working together to remove barriers and create inclusive community spaces.
The Honourable Patty Hajdu, Minister of Jobs and Families and Minister responsible for the Federal Economic Development Agency for Northern Ontario, commented:
“Every child has the right to play, and every family has the right to belong. Through the Enabling Accessibility Fund, we’re empowering communities to create spaces that ensure full participation for everyone. Because when we build inclusive communities, we protect everyone’s sense of belonging.”
Mayor LaValley commented:
“I am thrilled that our Township has secured funding for the Accessible Playground project. This grant brings us closer to creating a safe and welcoming space where children of all abilities can play and grow together.”
South Algonquin Business Alliance commented:
“The Township’s success on this project shows how multi-sector collaboration can lift an entire community. Safe, accessible, inclusive ‘third spaces’ like this also futureproof our region. We can’t wait to see it in use!”


