
 

 

 

 

AGENDA  
ASSET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:00 a.m. 

 

        ZOOM MEETING              You Tube Channel: South Algonquin Council 
 

Open Meeting/Call to order  

 

1. Additions / Amendments to the Agenda 

 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

 

3. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 

 

4. Presentation/Delegation 

 Pat & Michael Radonicich – Aylen River Boathouse on Municipal Road 

Allowance 

 

5. Unfinished Business 

 Boathouses on Municipal Road Allowance, Aylen River 

 Use of Unopened Road Allowance Policy 

 DNSSAB Lands Adjacent to Kidz Kastle 

 

6. New Business 

   Works Department Operations Report 

 

7. Closed Session 

“That the Asset Management Committee for the Corporation of the Township of 

South Algonquin move into a closed session in accordance with Ontario Municipal Act, Part 

VI, S.239 (2); 

(c) a proposed or pending acquisition or disposition of land by the municipality or local board; 

Municipal Boat Launches. And; 

(f) advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications 

necessary for that purpose; Road allowance along McGuey Road.” 

 

“That the Asset Management Meeting for the Corporation of the Township of 

South Algonquin adjourns the closed session.” 

 

8. Closed Session 

“That the Asset Management Committee for the Corporation of the Township of 

South Algonquin move into a closed session in accordance with Ontario Municipal Act, Part 

VI, S.239 (2); 
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(b) personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board 

employees; Personnel Matters 

 

“That the Asset Management Meeting for the Corporation of the Township of 

South Algonquin adjourns the closed session.” 

 

Adjournment  

  

 
Submissions received from the public, either orally or in writing, may become part of the public record. 
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FOR:    
 

Asset Management Committee, Township of South 
Algonquin             including Madame Mayor, Councillors, CAO 
and Staff 

 

RE:   
 

Boathouse LUP’s for location of Lot 13, Conc 7, Dickens 
Tshp 

 

Submitted by:  
Patricia Radonicich and Michael Radonicich 

  
 

 

 

 

  
Aylen Lake, On  
K0J1AO 

 

BACKGROUND:  
 

     My father Norman Wicke came to Aylen Lake in 1966. He 
purchased a property from the Crown and built Tapawing, our 
cottage, in 1967/68. He and one other man, his partner on the 
Metropolitan Toronto Police Force, stayed with a widow on the 
lake for seven weeks to get supplies in and get it framed and 
closed in. Dad lost 25 lbs building in May and June in the peak of 
black fly season. Every nail, tool and board and every  item was 
brought across, either by small boat with an old evinrude  9.9 or 
the old barge. There was no electricity so Dad built the cottage 
primarily with hand tools. Everything on the property shows the 
touch of my father’s hands. I was four at that time.  
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We used to park our boat at the Landing and cross from there, 
renting a slip at The Landing,  but even back then, docks were 
crowded and parking was at a premium. Unfortunately, we were 
the victims of a number of thefts. I remember on a Sunday coming 
up and someone had stolen our battery and boat tanks. We were 
grateful for small town friendliness. A Barry's Bay merchant kindly 
gave us tanks and lines from his own boat so we could get 
across.  
 

After a series of unfortunate events, in 1982, my father 
approached the Ministry of Natural Resources and applied for and 
was given permission to lease land on the Aylen River. He signed 
a land use permit with the then Ministry of Natural Resources and 
was issued a work permit (which granted him authority under the 
Public Lands Act at that time) to  construct the river 
boathouse.  The Aylen River at this point was almost 
impassable.   In 1983, it was full of saw logs from Booth 
lumbering at the turn of the century. In fact an old gator is still 
visible, sunk off the far shore from where the boathouses are 
located and the huge  shaft from the paddle wheel is still visible 
along with the oak decking , a cool place for bass and perch to 
hide under on a hot summer day.  
 

My mother journaled every day, every trip to Aylen Lake including 
the clearing of the boathouse site, and the building of the road, 
which a local contractor put in at our expense. We have 
maintained it ever since.  
  
Our boathouse on the Aylen river is solidly built, and as anyone 
who knew Norm would attest, built  above the code of the time. 
The work permit was issued by an  MNR officer  who sited the 
boathouse where it is, for use as a dry boathouse on 
leased  Crown Land.  The  Land Use Permit was granted to my 
father. That LUP was put into our names (Mike and Pat) when the 
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cottage was transferred formally to us by my parents. Age sadly 
had forced them to say farewell to the lake.  
 

Mike and I  have maintained that LUP paying yearly to the 
Township of South Algonquin.  The last payment  was drawn 
December 9, 2020. When I called this January, asking if the LUPs 
for this year had gone out, I was told they were under review.  
 

 

Land Use Permit Overview 

 

Through discussion with a variety of parties and some research I 
have discovered a number of things with regards to the Land Use 
Permits (LUPs) granted in the 80s. There was no consistent 
policy applied across Ontario…..most often, they were granted for 
single story, private use boathouses on the shore/road allowance 
near a cottage property, by the MNR. Some people in some areas 
signed a lease, some didn’t, some leases were granted for 
different  parameters such as two story boathouse or boathouses 
with living quarters. There was no consistent policy or consistent 
fee structure. 
 

In 1998, The Township of South Algonquin amalgamated. 
Somehow , the existing leases with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources for the Aylen River boathouses were transferred to the 
control of the Township. Annually, we paid a fee on a document 
titled Land Use Permit, for use of a “portion of the 66’ unopened 
shoreline allowance” , for situation of a “boathouse.”  
 

 I was still, until three weeks ago, under the impression that these 
fees went to the MNRF. The LUP signed by myself and The 
Township refers to the “sketch and description which is attached 
to the original permit for this site and forms part of this permit. A 
copy of this sketch and description is on file at the District Office 
and available for inspection by the applicant at any time during 
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normal business hours”  I assumed this was the MNRF offices in 
Bancroft. I have attached correspondence with the  NDMNRF 
Bancroft office, whose agent advises  these are not accessible 
right now, but confirms that Land Use Permits were previously 
issued to authorize all the boathouses located on the Aylen River 
Site.  
 

I discovered that in May of 2000, the MNR initiated a review of the 
practice of leasing lands, due to concerns that the rental approach 
was not being implemented in a fair and equitable manner. They 
also wanted to reapproach their Free Use of Crown Lands 
policies. The outcome of this was that as of Jan 1, 2006, any 
boathouse located remote from the owners privately owned 
upland property required a lease and payment of annual rent. 
(also applied to 2nd storey, ones with living quarters).  The rest 
were considered as usable under the Free Use Policy and 
riparian rights. Current MNR policy recommends a Lease should 
be used where long term duration of occupancy is expected. 
Having been there forty years now, under lease,  we had no 
expectation of being asked to leave.  
 

To summarize, we have historically and do still have a 
signed  agreement  to lease, formerly with the MNR and currently 
with the TSA. We have kept our boathouse in good condition, 
have used it year round, and act as stewards of the lands we 
occupy and the waterways we traverse.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Response to the Staff Report: 
 

This has been a learning experience for all of us. I understand 
that when this matter came before the Asset Committee 
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and  Council members on Nov 23, 2021 there were a lot of 
unknowns. We can only make decisions based on what 
information we have at hand. I would like to touch on some 
statements made specifically and add my input.  
 

 

 Under analysis the Township building inspector states the 
condition of the boathouses “are unsafe and a health and 
safety hazard.” While we agree that there are some 
dilapidated boathouses, ours, Mr. Stones and the one leased 
on the new 2020 lup with the MNRF are not unsafe or a 
health and safety hazard. These buildings were built in the 
‘80s and while parts of the Code may have changed, they 
were built to code at the time. We welcome the opportunity 
to work with the building department with regards to any 
specific issues he may have with our boathouse.  

 In paragraph three , it states concern for liability because 
there is no licensing agreement… or formal use agreement. 
As stated above, this is not correct . There is an agreement 
with the Township of South Algonquin which was carried 
over since its creation as a legal document with the Crown 
Ministry.   

 Our boathouse carries  insurance including liability as does 
Mr. Stone’s. 

 

 

 RE: Paragraph four 
When the lease was created the Township was not 
amalgamated . There was no official plan in place until 
August 2012. Under Section 2.24 of the Township of South 
Algonquin Official Plan, it says……’Legally existing uses that 
do not comply with the land use designations outlined in the 
Plan at the time of its adoption may be continued ….”  It is at 
the sole pleasure of the Council, working with the advice of 
staff, as to whether an existing PRE AMALGAMATION use 
can be grandfathered. However as noted in Paragraph 7 
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“The Comprehensive Zoning By-Law does not permit 
boathouses as a permitted use in any zone”  The Aylen river 
boathouses are just six of thousands of boathouses that do 
exist in Township of South Algonquin, most usually on the 
road allowance/shore line.   

 

Suggested Solution:  
 

It is the desire of ourselves and Mr. Stone that we continue 
leasing the land as we have for the past  forty years. Liability 
seems to be the major concern, and as mentioned  we have 
insurance on the boathouse which includes liability. If the 
township desires, we could erect appropriate signage re 
trespass and restricted use.  

 

The Aylen River boathouses offer a unique situation for the 
Township. As of December 14, 2020 our lease was renewed 
with South Algonquin. The new cottage owner,  with the wet 
boathouse next to ours, was given a BRAND NEW LUP from 
the MNRF, which is incidentally, THE ONLY LUP that the 
Bancroft office has currently issued under the Public Lands 
Act.  

 

Clearly, the parameters for a LUP from the MNRF have 
changed in the last 40 years as they deal with wet 
boathouses now. Forty years ago, a lease of shoreline for a 
boathouse was a permitted use. At issue for me is the point 
that if the owner of the  site next to us has the ability to gain 
a NEW LUP with the MNRF,  I find it bewildering that the 
Township of South Algonquin who clearly have leased a 
‘portion of the 66’ unopened shoreline allowance’ to us 
possibly as far back as amalgamation in 1998 now are 
suggesting we built our boathouses illegally and without 
permission and that these boathouses should be arbitrarily 
demolished.  
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With regards to concerns voiced in the Nov 23 meeting re 
setting a precedent, this situation seems to be one that 
meets the requirements for grandfathering as pre existing. 
There are no doubt hundreds if not thousands of structures 
on cottage waterfronts, which I doubt the Township would 
want to order demolished simply because they are on 
unopened road allowance. The Aylen River properties are 
unique in that they are boathouses located remote from the 
upland properties owned by the cottagers, but there are no 
doubt hundreds of similar boathouses across Ontario. 
Allowing our leases to stand, is not setting a precedent for 
NEW builders or cottagers to follow. In addition, your 
proposed Policy Statement re use of unopened road 
allowances will effectively prevent new owners from seeking 
the same.  

 

Finally, that same Policy Statement says ‘...Where it is not 
practical and possible to relocate a building or structure 
partially encroaching onto a road allowance or shore road, 
this policy shall allow the encroachment to continue through 
an agreement with the municipality.’  We have had an 
agreement in place for forty years, but understand it may 
have to be updated.  

 

We look forward to working with Council and staff to find an 
equitable solution for the situation on the river. We are now a 
multigenerational family, with four children and two 
grandchildren who come from various points across 
southern Ontario to Aylen Lake. Using the river boathouse 
takes pressure off the overflowing Landing parking area, as 
we most often come up in a number of vehicles. Thank you 
in advance, for your time and consideration of this 
deputation, which is respectfully submitted.  
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 

 

1. Lease for Radonicich  
2. Clear copy of same for legibility  
3. Correspondence from MNRF showing 

acknowledgement of historic leases. Also showing that 
only one LUP exists and it is the one for the wet 
boathouse next to the Radonicich boathouse, Map 
included. 
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STAFF REPORT
Meeting Date: March 17, 2022 

Agency: Township of South Algonquin  

Staff Contact: Tracy Cannon 

Agenda Title: Boathouses on Municipal Road Allowance 

Agenda Action: For Review and Direction 

A staff report was included in the Asset Management Committee Meeting of November 23, 2021 and was 

deferred to another meeting. That report is also included in this package.  

Staff have since confirmed ownership of four boathouses. Ownership is still unknown for the one 

boathouse circled in red on the map below. 

This does not include the “wet boathouse” that is within the jurisdiction of NDMNRF.  

Wet boathouse 
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STAFF REPORT
Meeting Date: November 23, 2021 

Agency: Township of South Algonquin  

Staff Contact: Bryan Martin, Michael Anderson & Tracy Cannon 

Agenda Title: Boathouses on Municipal Road Allowance 

Agenda Action: For Review and Direction 

Recommendation 

That Council not continue allowing the use of boat houses on the municipal shore road allowance 

where properties are not abutting the shore road allowance where the boathouse is located. 

Background  

There are six boat houses located on township road allowance on Aylen River. Three are currently leased 

by property owners on the lake, the green boathouse in the attached pictures is a LUP through the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, as it is a “wet boathouse” and two boathouses appear to be 

abandoned.  

Analysis 

On October 14th Mike Anderson, CBO visited the site and took the attached pictures. The condition of the 

boathouses are unsafe and a health and safety hazard. Per section 15.9 of the Building Code Act a building 

is unsafe if the building is; 

(a) structurally inadequate or faulty for the purpose for which it is used; or

(b) in a condition that could be hazardous to the health or safety of persons in the normal use of the

building, persons outside the building or persons whose access to the building has not been reasonably

prevented.

Per Section 15.9 (4) an inspector who finds that a building is unsafe may make an order setting out the 

reasons why the building is unsafe and the remedial steps necessary to render the building safe and may 

require the order to be carried out within the time specified in the order. 

The LUP issued by MNRF for the “wet boathouse”, council has no authority to regulate, however if the 

CBO finds this boathouse to be in an unsafe condition, the CBO may issue an order for Building Code 

compliance.  

Another significant concern is the liability to continue to allow these boathouses on municipal shore road 

allowance as there are no licensing agreements, indemnity agreements or formal use agreements of any 

sort. 

Planning policies should be taken into consideration when Council is determining the alternatives. The 

boathouses would not be supported today and are considered legal non-conforming, therefore can be 

repaired under this planning provision. It is important to note, legal-non conforming uses should cease to 
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exist in the long term and as these structures are located on the municipal shore road allowance, council 

has the ability to improve the existing situation.  

5.4.4 of the Official Plan; Development and site alteration will be set back from all watercourses within 

the Township in order to protect the natural features and functions of the watercourse, provide riparian 

habitat, and minimize the risk to public safety and property. Buildings, structures and sewage disposal 

systems will be set back at least 30 m (100 feet) from the high water mark of all of lakes, rivers and streams. 

Aylen Lake is a lake trout lake, therefore near development capacity. 

 The Comprehensive Zoning By-Law does not permit boathouses as a permitted use in any zone. 

Section 2.2.2 of the Provincial Policy Statement: Development and site alteration shall be restricted in or near 

sensitive surface water features and sensitive ground water features such that these features and their related 

hydrologic functions will be protected, improved or restored.   

Alternatives 

1) Advise current LUP holders the LUP will not be renewed and request the structures  be vacated,

demolished or removed by a date agreed upon; or

2) Staff arrange for the removal of the two abandoned boathouses and the LUP holders who continue

to have interest at the time will obtain a building permit to bring the structures to Ontario Building

Code standards. Liability mitigation measures would be included through a land licencing

agreement.

Fiscal Impact 

In the past staff have based the annual fee on three parcels of municipal lands that are located behind the 

boathouses. Staff have recently confirmed these parcels have no connection to the boathouses. These three 

parcels have now been exempt from taxes.  

Alternative 2 

 more relevant agreement fee could be established

 lawyer fees to have an agreement drawn up

Attachments 

Pictures  

Consultations 

MNRF staff 

MPAC staff 

Township Planner 
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Boathouses- Municipal Shore Road Allowance – Aylen Lake October 14, 2021 20
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Boards are covering 

holes in the floor. 
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POLICY 

USE OF UNOPENED ROAD ALLOWANCES 
 

1.0 Background 

 

An “unopened road allowance” as defined by the Municipal Act is a public highway that has not been 
opened and assumed for maintenance purposes by By-law of the Township. Unopened road allowances 

may accommodate seasonal (summer) traffic, private access to a farm, house, or vacant lands, logging 

access, or may function as a trail or public access to a water body. Where an unopened road allowance 

currently has some form of use it is referred to  as an existing or public right of way. 

A “shore road allowance” is a public highway as defined by the Municipal Act that is located along the 

shore of a navigable waterway. 

The provisions in this policy that apply to an unopened road allowance shall apply to both unopened 

road allowances and to original shore road allowances. 

2.0 General 

It is the general policy of the Township that road allowances, shore road allowances or existing public 

rights-of-way that provide access to water will not be obstructed and will be kept in municipal 

ownership for the following reasons: 

1. future transportation needs where warranted; 

2. public access where appropriate; 

3. protection of the environment including adjacent source waters; 

4. recognize and allow resolution of First Nation Treaty Rights. 

From time to time the Township receives requests to privately occupy road allowances, shore road 

allowances or existing public rights-of-way. The Municipal Act provides that Council may pass by-laws: 

a) to close any portion of an opened or unopened road allowance and convey ownership of all or 

some of the lands, or 

b) enter into an agreement to restrict public access to or allow for an encroachment on a road 

allowance. 

The Township is aware of First Nation Land Claims which impact on the disposal of unpatented lands 

within the Township. 
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There are also existing buildings that encroach on shore road allowances and unopened road allowances 

constructed many years ago that should be corrected or rectified legally where the Township receives 

an official request in writing. 

Creating or disposing of one-foot reserves on or near unopened road allowances, including shore road 

allowances, may be permitted by Council to control access to roadways and address minor property 

matters pursuant to applicable legislation so long as the creation or disposition is consistent with the 

intent of this policy and other applicable policies. Such requests shall be considered by Council on a 

case-by-case basis. 

3.0 Initial Screening Criteria (Closing and transferring ) 

 

Closure and conveyance of any road allowance, including a shore road allowance, may be considered by 

the Township only where the following conditions exist: 

1) The person making the request owns lands containing a building or structure abutting the 

unopened portion of a road allowance or owns sufficient abutting lands that when added to the 

unopened road allowance could create a single usable parcel as determined by the applicable 

zoning for the lands. 

2) The allowance has not been identified as possibly being required or will not be required within 

the road or trail system identified in the Township Official Plan or similar document. 

3) There is adequate alternate public access to any water body in proximity to the road allowance 

to be closed. 

4) Access to any other lands is not impacted because of the closure. 

5) Closure will not adversely impact on the shore, the water quality or quantity, or any other right 

associated with public waterways 

6) There is a certificate of pending litigation or similar sign off from the recognized First Nation 

organization with jurisdiction in the area. 

7)  Shore Road Allowance are also subject to the Shore Road Allowance Closure and Sale Policy. 
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4.0 Request to Close and Convey  

 

Where the screening criteria outlined in this policy have been met and a written request to close and 

convey any portion of a road allowance is received, including confirmation as to whether the land will be 

used for constructing new permanent buildings or structures, Council may, as a condition of such 

conveyance, require any of the following: 

 

1) The applicant or owner making the request to pay all costs for the Township to process the 

submission as stipulated by Council from time to time plus any survey or legal expenses 

necessary to affect the land transfer. 

2) If possible, the exchange of other property to provide appropriate public land or water access; 

3) Notification to the public of such closure and conveyance in accordance with the Municipal Act 

and Township notice by‐law, including written acknowledgement of consultation with the 

applicable First Nations organization having jurisdiction in the area. 

4) The subject lands to be rezoned or similar application under the Planning Act approved, 

including the submission of any engineering studies, environmental reports, or similar 

documentation that may be required by the Township. 

 5) Removal or repair of buildings or structures that may encroach on the lands. 

6) Determination and negotiation of a purchase price if applicable. 

7) Execution of an agreement to implement the general purpose and intent of this policy. 

 

5.0 Request to Build  

 

Generally, the Township discourages constructing new permanent buildings or structures on or near a 

road or shore allowance due to the unknown implications of a certificate of pending litigation required 

by the First Nations organization having jurisdiction. Land claims are anticipated to be many years in 

discussion, and any solution would likely be at the Provincial and Federal level and could have unknown 

implications on the ownership of the road allowance land and any buildings, structures, or alterations on 

or near these lands. 

Any person requesting closure of a road or shore allowance for constructing new permanent buildings 

or structures shall acknowledge these uncertainties in writing to the Township in the request for closure. 

The use of shore road allowances should be restricted to passive enjoyment, construction of non-

permanent at grade landscape features, and shall otherwise be maintained as close as possible to a 

natural state. 

28



 
However, where a certificate of pending litigation is obtained, and the road allowance or shore 

allowance has been closed in accordance with the procedures set out in the Municipal Act, construction 

may be permitted thereon subject to the following conditions: 

1. All applicable approvals are in place including applicable zoning, and a site plan or similar 

agreement with the Township has been executed and is registered on title. 

2. A certificate of pending litigation has been registered on title. 

3. An acknowledgement has been signed saving the Township harmless from any future litigation 

or action because of the issuance of the building permit or use or development of the lands. 

4. There is no other practical alternative available to build solely on the lands to be consolidated 

with the road allowance or shore road allowance. Wherever possible construction shall occur primarily 

on the original parcel and secondarily on the road or shore allowance. 

5.  Permits or approvals from any other agency including the Department of Fisheries and 

Oceans, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Natural Resources or similar are obtained. 

 

6.0 Encroachment Agreements (All road allowances) 

 

Where there are existing buildings or structures, including foundations, partially encroaching on to a 

road allowance or shore road this policy encourages relocation of said buildings, structures, and 

foundations off the said road allowances wherever practical and reasonable. 

Where it is not practical and possible to relocate a building or structure partially encroaching on to a 

road allowance or shore road, this policy shall allow the encroachment to continue through an 

agreement with the municipality. The agreement shall specify terms of the encroachment including 

required notice of termination of the agreement, rights of the Township to use the road allowance, 

public access rights and similar. As a general principle the Township will not limit continued public 

access to any road allowance or shore allowance even where an encroachment agreement is permitted. 

This policy does not permit the expansion, redevelopment or increase in size of any existing 

encroachment on a road or shore allowance, whether it is recognized by an encroachment agreement or 

not. 

 Any encroachment agreement will contain a provision that on reasonable notice the Township may 

require the encroachment to be removed. 

Any person requesting the Township to permit an encroachment to continue shall comply with the 

requirements of this policy including, among other matters, Section 7.0.9. 
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7.0 Additional Policies 

 

1. Except for trails built and maintained by organizations such as the Ontario Federation of 

Snowmobile Clubs Association, the Township will generally refuse to permit any person to open 

any unopened road allowance within the Township by way of a trail, driveway, or road capable 

of being used by any motor vehicle whatsoever. The purpose of this policy is to protect the 

Township from liability claims by persons using unimproved unopened road allowances and 

from demands that such unopened road allowances be improved and maintained at the 

expense of general ratepayers. 

 

2. The Township may consider permitting the opening up of an unopened road allowance where 

the number of potential users warrants the expense of maintaining it, where such potential 

users are prepared to pay the cost of initially constructing a road to the same standard as similar 

publicly maintained roads located elsewhere in the Township, and where an agreement is 

signed between the parties respecting the opening and maintenance of the road allowance. 

 

3. The Township will consider permitting a private driveway on an unopened road allowance 

where each of the following criteria are met: 

 

a. The distance to be traveled along the road allowance is short generally less than 30 

meters from the front of the lot except longer distances may be considered in rural 

areas adjacent to larger farm parcels. 

b. The number of property owners who could access the section of road allowance to be 

used is very limited, no new lot creation is to be permitted, and in no case will the 

Township assume maintenance of an unopened road allowance used as a private drive. 

c. Each of the adjoining owners mentioned in the previous sub‐paragraph enters into an 
agreement to be registered on title and binding subsequent owners of their property 

not to demand future improvement of the road allowance by the Township and 

protecting the Township from liability claims of users of the driveway. The person 

applying to use the road will pay the full legal costs of the Township Solicitor in 

preparing and registering the agreement(s). 

d. Where necessary the boundaries of the portion of road allowance to be used are 

marked by an Ontario Land Surveyor and a Reference Plan prepared and, if necessary, 
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filed at the Land Registry Office at the expense of the applicant, prior to the 

commencement of any work to avoid trespassing on neighbouring land. 

e. The proposal is completed in such a way as to prevent or discourage members of the 

public from using the road allowance. Such measures may include locating part of the 

driveway on private property so that it can be gated, and access controlled where 

required by the Township. 

f. Any Provincial or Federal requirements dealing with Environmental Approvals have been 

obtained. 

 

4. No person shall erect a dock or any kind of structure on an unopened shore road or road 

allowance leading to the water so as to have the effect of restricting public use of the unopened 

road allowance. 

5. No person shall store any vehicle, boat, trailer, etc. on an unopened road allowance or shore 

road allowance. 

6. No person shall perform any work, remove any trees, soil, or other material, or erect upon or 

use any unopened road allowance or shore road allowance without specific written approval of 

the Township. 

7. Applications for permission to use an unopened road allowance shall be submitted in writing to 

the CAO/Clerk. The application must state the intended use, the applicant’s interest in the 
allowance, and be accompanied by an accurate location and description plan as well as any 

other material or studies contemplated by this policy. 

8. The Township will follow applicable procedures respecting disposal of real property, stopping up 

and closing public highways, and restricting access through an encroachment agreement 

including recognizing its duty to consult with Algonquins of Ontario where applicable. 

9. If permission is granted by Council for use of a road allowance, or an encroachment on to either 

an open or an unopened road allowance, the following policies shall apply, as determined by the 

Township: 

a. The actual location of the road allowance must be clearly determined. This is the 

responsibility of the applicant and may be required to be verified by an Ontario Land 

Surveyor, at the expense of the applicant. 

b. If a new entrance way is required, the approval of the Operations Department as to its 

location, width, size, and length of culvert to be installed and the grade at which it 

intersects the Township Road is required. 

c. Where entry is upon a roadway not under the jurisdiction of the Municipality, the 

standards and specifications of the Ministry of Transportation shall apply. 

31



 
 

d. If brushing and clearing of the road allowance is undertaken, arrangements for the 

disposal of brush and/or compensation for wood of value harvested on the road 

allowance shall be obtained in writing by the Owner from the Township. 

e. If the application is for the provision of an access road, driveway or right‐of‐way, the 
minimum width of clearance shall be as stipulated in the Township Zoning By‐law 
(approximately 6 metres). The driveway shall be in the centre of the road allowance 

wherever possible, leaving an equal buffer on either side of the cleared area, unless 

otherwise approved by Council. 

f. The applicant shall acknowledge in writing that all improvements to the road allowance 

are    at the sole expense of the applicant and all such improvements must be approved 

by the Township. The applicant must also acknowledge in writing that any member of 

the public has the right to use the subject road allowance. 

g. The applicant must post a notice on the road allowance in a form acceptable to the 

Township, advising all users of the road allowance that the roadway is an unassumed 

municipal roadway and is used at his/her own risk. 

h. The applicant must acknowledge in writing that the Township assumes no liability, 

responsibility, or obligation whatsoever to construct and/or maintain and/or repair the 

road allowance. 

i. The applicant must agree to indemnify and save harmless the Township its employees 

and councillors from all manner of actions, causes of actions, claims or demands 

whatsoever for           or by reason of any personal injury and/or property damage of or 

in any way arising out of any accident whatsoever occurring on the road allowance. 
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Public Works Department Operations Update 

From: Dave Gatley, Public Works Superintendent 

To: Mayor Dumas & Councillors 

Date: March 8, 2022 

 

Transportation Services: 

 

Winter Control – The Township is in communication with the AFA and other logging operations 

regarding load restrictions. 

 

Culvert Steaming – Several frozen culverts have been reported and are being monitored and 

maintained. 

 

Victoria Lake Road – Ontario Parks has begun replacement of the Blue Sea culvert under the previously 

discussed partnership with the township. 

 

Madawaska River Bridge – The membrane designed to prevent road salt from further deteriorating the 

structural wooden deck has passed it projected 3-5 year lifespan and is torn in at least two places. This 

bridge asset belongs to Ontario Parks. A new membrane and more permanent steel deck should be 

considered as soon as possible.  

 

Recreation & Cultural Services: 

Galeairy Lake Dam – The Township has received a quotation of $18,694 plus HST for the installation of 

an LED accent lighting system on the dam. The cost for this project is not included in the 2022 Capital 

Projects budget and would need to be funded from reserves. Should council wish to pursue the 

opportunity, a formal request must be made for permission from the NDMNRF.    

Protective Services: 

 

M&L Pump House – The contractor anticipates completion of automatic fill system before the end of 

March. 

 

2022 Capital Projects: 

 

Drainage & Road Improvements – There is an opportunity to engage a local logger to remove large trees 

from the road allowance on North Aylen Lake Road. A net zero cost for the township is anticipated. 

Consensus to proceed is required.  

Airy Trestle – The contractor has provided a project start date of April 18th, 2022. 

Hay Creek Road – The draft plan is now available and will be circulated for review and comment by the 

affected stakeholders. 

Roads Needs Study –The gravel road field work will be conducted during upcoming half load season in 

2022 as it is the best time to observe deficiencies. 

Dry Hydrants – Construction work will start when practical after the July 15th in-water work restriction.  

McRae Hay Lake Road - The Township has received a budget quotation for the installation of an HDPE 

culvert liner to refurbish the culvert at the causeway. A cost/benefit analysis to determine the extent of 

2022 hard surface replacement will follow.   
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Christmas Colours 

Canada Day Colours 
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