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Mission Statement:  
The Ontario Federation of All-Terrain Vehicle Clubs (OFATV) is a not-for profit volunteer driven association that along with support staff, provides resources to our member clubs, so that together, we are able to 


strengthen the public’s perception, and the position: that our clubs strive to provide responsible, safe, legal, and environmentally friendly trails, for riding all-terrain vehicles (ATVs, ROVs) in the province of Ontario. 
 


Vision Statement: 
“To have one trail access model available, from one sustainable organization that represents the interests of recreational ATVers in Ontario.” 
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Hello OFATV Stakeholders, to facilitate your decision making with regards to the Eastern Ontario Trails 


Alliance “One Pass”. The Board of the Ontario Federation of All-Terrain Vehicle Clubs wanted to share our 


perspective and rational for not participating. 


  


Please allow me to give you a bit of history on the off-road stakeholders in Ontario.  A number of years ago 


the Ontario motorized groups, including the OFATV (Ontario Federation of All-Terrain Vehicle Clubs), 


OFTR (Ontario Federation of Trail Riders -- dirt bikes), OF4WD (Ontario Federation of 4WD trucks), and 


the OFSC (Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs), got together to form the OPSWG (Ontario 


Powersports Working Group). This group received some funding from the provincial government to hire a 


lobbyist to come up with strategies to further enhance the motorized industry in Ontario and form 


partnerships between the organizations.  OPSWG then brought in EOTA (Eastern Ontario Trails Alliance) to 


represent trail managers and ATV Ontario (many years ago ATV Ontario marketed trails, but they are no 


longer operational).  At the time, the OPSWG’s biggest goal was to have the government require annual 


stickers on ORV license plates so some of that revenue would come back to the Rider Federations aka a 


method to capture funding from ORV owners who do not belong to a Rider Federation. That idea was 


dropped after the Liberal Wynne government took over. Before long the funding was spent and OPSWG 


could no longer afford to employ the lobbyist group.  One thing that did come out of this was a document 


called "Where the Blacktop Ends, Opportunities Begin" which was first released in 2014 and discusses the 


economic and tourism opportunities in Ontario involving off road vehicles. 


 


At this point the OPSWG became stagnant for a period of time. In 2017, the COHV (Canadian Off Highway 


Vehicle Manufacturers Association) joined the OPSWG to try to resurrect the group and get them back on 


track. The EOTA brought Park to Park into the group, but most of the stakeholders have no idea why. The 


OPSWG hired a consultant to take the information from the 2014 report and come up with a business plan 


and strategy for moving forward and they also agreed that they would eventually incorporate the 


OPSWG.  Cindy Cassidy, the general manager of the EOTA, took the lead to hire the consultant and she 


sourced some government funding to pay for the new report.  


 


Cindy Cassidy went ahead with the project, but it was supposed to be a joint project with input from all 


stakeholders in the OPSWG.  That never happened.  Cindy Cassidy worked alone with the consultant, with 


input from Andrew Ryeland from ATV Ontario.  No other groups had any say in the strategy document 


whatsoever.  The document identified the new legal entity to be formed as the "Recreational Trails Coalition 


of Ontario" or RTCO.  The OFATV, OFTR and OF4WD had absolutely no input into the document and in 


fact disagree with much of the strategies laid out in the document.   The Federations couldn't get her to 


remove our names and logos, we were forced to send cease and desist letters. The only reason that Cindy has 


anyone considering this plan is because she first presented it at ROMA or one of the other municipal 


conferences with all of our names on it, and she did the same with the Ministry of Tourism Culture and 


Sport, completely misleading all involved. 
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EOTA and OFATV had a hand-shake reciprocal agreement in place for nearly a decade. On February 8th, 


2018 the EOTA Board of Directors ended the agreement because OFATV was offering a $25 loyalty 


discount to their members.  In June of 2019 the OFATV agreed to end the loyalty discount to their members, 


if reciprocal with the EOTA could be re-instated – to date the EOTA has refused.  Instead Cindy wants the 


OFATV to sign an agreement to go with her OnePass system that she put together as part of the RTCO 


business plan.  This OnePass is to be managed by Cindy under the umbrella of RTCO and any clubs or 


organizations are required to give her 20% of all gross revenue just for her to manage this OnePass.  There is 


no benefit to the organizations or their members other than being able to ride the EOTA rail beds.  In 


addition to the 20%, the contract says that Cindy can spend however much money she wants on marketing 


the trails and the clubs and organizations have to pay those bills, not RTCO.  Of course the OFATV said 


no. We all have a long history with Cindy Cassidy and EOTA and it's not a positive one.  I can provide you 


with a copy of the contract that Cindy wants the organizations to sign to join her RTCO OnePass if you 


would like to see it. 


 


I know this is a long read but I think it's important that you understand all the facts before you make a 


decision to accept the EOTA OnePass document and understand why we as the ATV Federation, the dirt 


bike federation and the 4Wheel Drive Federation have completely rejected the RTCO OnePass or anything 


else managed by Cindy Cassidy under the guise of EOTA or RTCO.   


 


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the OFATV office and I will answer any 


questions you may have 


 


 


Best regards, 


 


 
 


Denise Erickson 


OFATV General Manager 


707.797.0797 


 


 
 
 


 







