March 20, 2008

COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES
On Thursday, March 20th, 2008 Council of the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin held their second regular meeting for the month.

Present:
Council:
Councillor Joe Florent

Staff:
Clerk, Harold Luckasavitch


Councillor Dave Harper

Deputy Clerk, Geraldeen Dubreuil



Councillor Robert Ogilvie

Works Superintendent/CBO, Gerald Dunn




Councillor Randy Jessup 




Councillor Richard Shalla

Regrets:  Mayor Percy Bresnahan

Guests Present:  Phyllis Luckasavitch; Mary Kay; Lino Berani; Jim Large; Dellis Pordonick; Lois 
  Kukhta; Ben Kuiack; Terry Dubreuil; Mr. & Mrs. Jarvis; Luella August; Barry   

  Luckasavitch.
Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-129
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin calls to order the regular Council meeting of March 20th, 2008 at 7:04 p.m.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-130

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin appoints Councillor Robert Ogilvie to Chair the regular meeting of March 20th, 2008 in the absence of Mayor Bresnahan.”

-Carried-

ADDITTIONS/AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

· Move Item #7 up to become Item #3(a).
Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-131

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adopts the agenda as amended and circulated for the meeting of March 20th, 2008.”

-Carried-

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  

· Councillor Shalla declared a conflict of interest with respect to information forthcoming in the Roads/Waste Management Report.
· Councillor Harper declared a conflict of interest with respect to the Bills for Payment.
BY-LAWS:

Third Reading:  Moved by: R. Jessup
      Seconded by: R. Shalla

 Sess. #08-132
“A By-law to authorize the proposed agreement being Schedule ‘A’ attached between the Whitney Seniors New Outlook Club and the Township of South Algonquin for the acceptance of the Seniors building with amendments to sections 2, (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), (v), (vi) being omitted along with paragraph 3 of the original by-law, as reported by the Committee of the Whole be read a third time, passed and numbered 08-304 and that the said by-law be signed by the Mayor and clerk, sealed with the seal of the Corporation, and be entered in the By-law Book.”
-Carried-
First Reading:  Moved by: R. Shalla
      Seconded by: J. Florent
             Sess. #08-133
Second Reading:  Moved by: J. Florent
      Seconded by: D. Harper
 
 Sess. #08-134
Third Reading:  Moved by: R. Jessup
      Seconded by: D. Harper

 Sess. #08-135
 “A By-law to authorize the Mayor and Clerk sign the Lease Agreement between the Whitney Seniors and the Township of South Algonquin as per Schedule ‘A’ attached being the Lease Agreement, as reported by the Committee of the Whole be read a first, second and a third time, passed and numbered 08-305 and that the said by-law be signed by the Mayor and clerk, sealed with the seal of the Corporation, and be entered in the By-law Book.”
-Carried-
Moved by:   D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-136

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adopts the minutes of the Special Meeting of March 3rd and the Regular Meeting of March 6th, 2008 as circulated.”

-Carried-

BUSINESS ARISING/UNFINSHED BUSINESS FROM THE MINUTES:
Special Meeting Minutes of March 3rd, 2008:
Councillor Jessup requested to know if staff had obtained any pictures of other multi use facilities/buildings for ideas in preparation of plans for a construction ready project.  Staff were unable as of yet to obtain this information but were still investigating.
Councillor Florent informed Council that he had met with members of the Library Board and Madawaska Fire Department to obtain information on what their needs/requirements would be for a building.
Council Meeting Minutes of March 6th, 2008:

Councillor Jessup questioned the following:  

· Wording change for Recreation By-law – Clerk H. Luckasavitch advised that this by-law was forthcoming for Council’s approval later in the meeting.

· Appointment of another member of Council to the Human Resources Committee – Council decision to defer this to the next meeting of Council

· Cost of holding a bi-election to fill the vacant seat on Council – Clerk H. Luckasavitch updated Council on the costs involved for a mail-in ballot which would be approximately $3,000.  Council discussion.
· Disconnection of second telephone line at the Madawaska Works Garage – G. Dunn Works Superintendent to prepare a letter for this request.
Councillor Ogilvie:  requested more information regarding the Land Use Permit fees for boat houses constructed on the unopened shore road allowance – Dickens Ward.  Clerk H. Luckasavitch provided Council with an extensive explanation as to the current process.  Council discussion.
Councillor Florent requested to know if the written report had been received from the Whitney Recreation Committee.  Clerk H. Luckasavitch advised that it had and would be discussed during the closed session of Council.
Councillor Shalla provided Council with information obtained/prices for hosting the proposed “Appreciation Night”.  Council discussion.

Councillor Harper questioned as to whether or not resolutions had been prepared for Correspondence Item #4 and Item #5 of the March 6th meeting minutes.  Decision of Council to defer this item to the Roads Report.

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-137
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin agrees to hold an appreciation dinner for Township volunteers, staff, and guests at Spectacle Lake Lodge as quoted on February 27th, 2008.”

-Carried-

Meeting adjourned for a five (5) minute break at 8:40 p.m.

Meeting reconvened after five (5) minutes.

BY-LAW:

First Reading:  Moved by: R. Shalla
      Seconded by: J. Florent
             Sess. #08-138
Second Reading:  Moved by: J. Florent
      Seconded by: D. Harper
 
 Sess. #08-139
Third Reading:  Moved by: R. Jessup
      Seconded by: R. Shalla

 Sess. #08-140
 “A By-law to amend Schedule ‘C’ of By-law #05-228, regulations regarding the use of the Township of South Algonquin Community Halls, as reported by the Committee of the Whole be read a first, second and a third time, passed and numbered 08-306 and that the said by-law be signed by the Mayor and Clerk, sealed with the seal of the Corporation, and be entered in the By-law Book.”
-Carried-
ROADS/WASTE MANAGEMENT/BUILDING CODE REPORT:  Gerry Dunn, Works Superintendent/Chief Building Official presented Council with a written and verbal report which outlined the following:
· Truck Tender (3/4 ton truck & plow) – document is still in the preparation stages but will be distributed for discussion at the March 26th, 2008 Roads/Waste Management Committee Meeting.

· Truck #5 – 2000 International – advertisements had been placed in the Truck Trader, The Bancroft This Week and in local establishments.
· Load Restrictions – signs to be erected Monday, March 17th, 2008 and areas will be monitored.

· Snow Removal – in the process of removing snow around the village of Whitney when the loader is available.
Councillor Shalla declared a conflict with respect to discussions pertaining to Algonquin Park/Ministry of Natural Resources and monitoring fees for the Airy Landfill Site.  Councillor Shalla excused himself from the Council table and left the room.

· Algonquin Park/Ministry of Natural Resources – monitoring fees for the Airy Landfill Site.  Council discussion and decision to defer this matter to the March 26th, 2008 Roads/Waste Management Committee Meeting.

Councillor Shalla returned to the Council chambers to participate in the balance of the meeting.
· Agenda for the March 26th, 2008 Roads/Waste Management Committee Meeting.

Councillor Jessup requested that the Works Department staff pick up the snowblower from the Madawaska Rink and have it repaired.

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-141
“To authorize Vincent and Sharlene Lavalley to construct one (1) entrance off Nipissing Road to access their property for development and construction of residence as per letter submitted and in consultation with the Works Superintendent.”

-Carried-

NEW BUSINESS:

· Schedule meeting for the consideration of renovations to the Seniors Centre – April 2nd, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Whitney Seniors Centre.

· Deputy Clerk, G. Dubreuil presented Council with a written summary and verbal explanation with respect to costs recovered in 2007 with respect to Fire Department Responses and the time consuming process used to determine the amount for transfer to reserve as per Resolution #07-335.  Recommendations to simplify this process were also presented to Council for amendments to Resolution #07-355.
Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-142
“To amend Resolution #07-355 to read that 60 % of all recoverable costs be transferred to the Fire Department Apparatus Reserve.”

-Carried-

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councillor Ogilvie verbally reviewed his written report regarding the highlights/items of interest to Council from the District of Nipissing Social Services Administration Board meeting held on March 12th, 2008.
Councillor Jessup verbally reminded Council of upcoming events for the Murchison & Lyell Recreation Committee:  Maplefest – March 29th; Pancake Brunch – March 30th; Trivia Night – April 14th.  Also advised that the M&L Recreation Committee requested that the Clerk make the necessary arrangements to close the Fundraising Bank Account with the TD Bank and have the funds transferred to Desjardins Credit Union in Whitney.  The Committee also recommended that the Janitorial Services Position for the M&L Community Hall be re-advertised.  

Councillor Jessup also recommended that a Job Description and Duties for the Rink Attendants be discussed at the next Human Resources Committee Meeting.

Councillor Shalla presented Council with a verbal report regarding the recent Whitney Recreation Committee Meeting which addressed the following:  five potential new members for the committee; repair of steps at public beach, request for two picnic tables and installation of docks at the public beach by mid June and suggestions to resolve problem with geese; possibility of planting shade trees or construction of a shelter at the playground; possibility of utilizing one of the trees adjacent to the Canada Post Office for a Christmas Tree; 2008 Budget forthcoming.
Councillor Harper presented Council with a verbal report with respect to the Fire Department which addressed the following:  meeting held on Tuesday evening; procedures still being drafted regarding Section 21; Pancake Breakfast – May 11th beginning at 8:30 a.m.; notice being prepared regarding Smoke Alarms.
CORRESPONDENCE:
· Item #4 – AMO Conference Registration – Defer to next meeting.
· Item #5 – Resignation from Whitney Recreation Committee – A resolution to be prepared and brought forward during ‘Motion of Council’.
· Item #6 – 2008 Summer Experience Program Application – The Clerk was directed to complete and submit an application.

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-143
“That the Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin wishes to extend the meeting of March 20th, 2008 beyond 10:00 p.m. at the call of the Chair.”

-Carried-
CORRESPONDENCE:
· Item #10 –LBR Contracting Ltd. – holdback request. Deferred to the next meeting of Council.
· Item #12 & #13 – Information regarding Rural Northern Physicians Group Agreement. Deferred to the next meeting of Council.
Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-144
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin write off the 2007 taxes on the following properties:  Roll #020-001-24700, #020-001-24300, #020-001-24400, #020-001-24500.  These properties are all under a land use permit from the Township taxes covered in annual lease fee for the year 2007.  Further Land Use Permit fees to be based on annual taxation levy’s.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-145
“That the Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin transfer into a Fire Department reserve account the sum of $6,842.00 from 2007 representing the balance after expenses from Fire Department call-out fees.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-146
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin resolves to hold a bi-election by mail-in ballot only, to fill the current vacant Councillor position.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-147
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin authorizes the Clerk to return both Tenders received:  one from Loweastern and the other from Whitfield Plumbing and Heating for the repairs to the former Municipal Office in Madawaska due to the fact the repairs on the building will not be undertaken.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-148
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin has no objection to the Friends of Algonquin selling lottery raffle tickets within the Township of South Algonquin under a lottery licence.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-149
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin write off the following Receivable Accounts for the year 2007:  Aaron VanPelt-landfill fees $540.00; Steven Mazanek-Land Use Permit $140.00; Ontario Hydro One Networks-Fire Response $1,300.00.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-150
“Whereas Health & Safety is a priority for the Township of South Algonquin.  Therefore be it resolved that a Joint Health & Safety Committee be formed for the Township, comprising of the Clerk or his/her designate; a Councillor; Works Superintendent/CBO; and all required Health and Safety Representatives, and that they meet once every two month or as necessary to make sure our obligations to Health & Safety are met.”

-Carried-

Councillor Harper declared a conflict regarding the Bills for Payment, excused himself from the Council table and left the room.

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-151
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin authorizes Bills for Payment as recorded and circulated for the regular meeting of March 20th, 2008 with the exception of invoice #946.”

-Carried-

Councillor Harper returned to the Council chambers to participate in the balance of the meeting.
Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-152
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin directs the Clerk to send registered letters to volunteer members to ensure they provide the necessary Police Background Checks to the Township office within a specified period other wise they will be suspended as a volunteer until such time as they provide the required document.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-153
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin contact local business to inquire if a tree spade is available to transplant trees to provide shade near the playground equipment at the Lester Smith Building.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-154
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin appoints the following to the Whitney Recreation Committee pending approval of O.P.P. Checks:  Elaine Greene; Trevor Murchison; Janice Craftchick; Jason Courneyea; and Sandra Courneyea.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-155
“That the Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin regretfully accepts the resignations from Elaine Szczygiel and Elizabeth Francis from the Whitney Recreation Committee.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-156
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin move into a closed session of Council at 11:00 p.m. to consider subject matter regarding:  personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees; advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications necessary for that purpose.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-157
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adjourns the closed session of Council for March 20th, 2008 at 11:30 p.m.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-158
“To authorize the Clerk to execute the Memorandum of Settlement entered into the 15th day of February 2008.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-159
“Whereas it had been determined by Resolution #07-405 that an Entry Level Office Assistant Position was to be added to the Municipal Office Staff compliment; and Whereas the Selection Committee determined by using the Township Hiring Policy and a Rating System of 1 to 10 based on education and experience that six (6) applicants would be considered for interviews; and Whereas interviews took place March 13th, 2008 with four applicants accepting interviews and the Interview Committee using a Rating System of 1 to 10 on a pre-determined set of questions as well as presentation, education and experience to determine the successful applicant.  Therefore be it resolved that the Interview Committee recommends to Council that Elaine Peacock be hired as the successful applicant for the position of Entry Level Office Assistant; and Further be it resolved that an employee evaluation and a salary evaluation be done three months from the date of hiring.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-160
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adjourns the regular meeting of March 20th, 2008 at 11:48 p.m.”

-Carried-

______________________________________

______________________________

(Mayor – Percy Bresnahan)



        
(Clerk– Harold Luckasavitch)
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